
17th  Cheshvan 5782 

23rd October 2021 

This week’s Sedra and 
Haftarah  

can be found in your 
Chumash 

Sedra ArtScroll p78 Hertz p63 

Haftarah  ArtScroll p1134 Hertz p76 

Vayera— ַויֵָּרא 

 This week’s Haftarah is being read by                                                           

Gary Boorman                                                

Mazel tov to Kallum Isaac on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah.  

Mazel tov to parents Philippa Isaac & Bradley Isaac, sister Millie and to        

grandparents Sheila May, Marlene & Ben Isaac. 

Thinking of Lionel May at this time. 

 This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by Philippa & Bradley in celebration. 

 

 

This week’s newssheet is sponsored by Judy & Murray Nathan in loving 

memory of Judy's parents Sheila &  Cyril Needleman whose Yahrzeits both 

fall on the 21st Cheshvan  

 



Vayera 5782 

The first half of Vayera contrasts the chesed (kindness) of Avraham - with the cruelty of Sodom. 

When G-d informed Avraham that He was about to destroy the cities of Sodom and  Gemorrah,       

Avraham protested, hoping that there would be at least ten righteous people in these towns, whose 

merit might save everyone from the harsh decree. But why did G-d tell Avraham in the first place? 

The Torah answers this question in chapter 18, verses 17-19: And G-d said: 'Shall I hide from Avraham 

that which I am doing, seeing that Avraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 

nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I have known him; he will command his children and 

his household after him, to keep the way of G-d, to do righteousness and justice….' 

Avraham was not only kind and hospitable; he taught his family a strong sense of right and wrong and 

a commitment to G-d’s laws. At the beginning of today’s reading, Avraham was sitting in the entrance 

of his tent and he noticed three men in the distance. He ran over to them to invite them for a meal, 

then “rushed” to the tent and asked Sarah to “rush” to bake cakes. Avraham then “ran” to the cattle 

and gave it to the lad who “rushed” to prepare the food. When the visitors departed Avraham escort-

ed them on their way. We see that everyone was involved in the mitzvah of hospitality. 

This was in strong contrast to the hostility and wickedness of Sodom. Two of Avraham’s  visitors trav-
elled on to Sodom. Avraham’s nephew Lot was sitting at the entrance to the city and he invited them 
to stay for the night. Unlike Avraham’s household, he was the only one involved with the guests; it 
seems that his wife and family kept their distance.  

This was not the only difference. During the evening, all the people of Sodom surrounded Lot’s house 
and demanded that he bring his visitors out of the house. Lot begged the people not to be so cruel, but 
they attacked him and probably would have killed him if the angels hadn’t pulled him back into the 
house.  

So we have the kindness of Avraham contrasted with the wickedness of Sodom. Even so, why did G-d 

make a point of telling Avraham of his intention to destroy Sodom? The answer is to understand what 

set Avraham apart from others: he was not content to just to live an exemplary lifestyle within his four 

walls; he really wanted people in general to become closer to G-d. Perhaps if there were a small  num-

ber of good people, they would influence  others? Sadly, there weren’t even ten such people.  

The remainder of the sidra is about Avraham’s sojourn in Gerar, the birth of Isaac, the sending away of 

Ishmael, the binding of Isaac and the birth of Rebecca. 

Avraham lived in Beersheba, where he planted an eshel (tree). The three Hebrew letters of this word 

stand for eating, drinking and sleeping, a final testament to Avraham’s hospitality.  

Shabbat Shalom  



Monday 25th 

October 8pm 

Our shul is taking part in the Communities in Conversation initiative -  
learning in the merit of Rabbi Sacks zt'l on his first Yahrzeit, 20 Cheshvan 
(25/26 October) Please join Rabbi Davis' tribute "Rabbi Sacks on                     
Community, on Monday, 25th October.  Zoom link https://zoom.us/
j/3850310184 .  This will be available on YouTube afterwards.  

Shabbat 6th 

November 

New members are invited to meet the  community and join us for a hot 

cholent and kugel kiddush after the service.  

Sunday                    

7th November  

Monday                 

8th November  

EGM— We invite the whole community to attend either one of two      

Extraordinary General Meetings (EGM's) which are planned for Sunday 7th 

November at 5 pm and Monday 8th November at 8 pm.  The purpose of 

the meeting is to explain the exciting plans for our Shul Redevelopment 

project and of course to seek your input.  Both events will take place in the 

Shul hall and also be available on Zoom.  We will repeat the same         

presentation at both events so you only need to come along for one of 

them.  If you plan to attend, please will you book in online so that we know       

numbers and also for track and trace purposes.  Links to follow. 

Friday 12th         

November 

4:00pm 

Bring your family and friends to our Kabbalat Shabbat service which will be 

followed by a chicken soup kiddush. Please let the office know if you will 

be attending .  

17th November 

8pm 

Whisky tasting evening with  Danny Saltman from DS Tayman. Price          

includes a salt beef Supper and 5 drams of whisky. Cost:£36. Book your 

tickets at www.chigshul.org.uk/events or call 020 8500 2451. 

Shabbat 20th 

November  

10:45am  

Join us for our monthly Family service— all primary school children are 

welcome.  This will be followed by a special kiddush. Contact Rabbi             

Goodwin for further details on 07736 543741  

Wed 1st Dec    

4pm- 6pm 

SAVE THE DATE: Family Chanukah Fair with Rabbi Rafi Goodwin and 

ChigsJYC! Watch this space for further details.  

27th February 

2022 

SAVE THE DATE: Remember our  event Reflections 02022020? Look out 

for details coming soon for another exciting all day seminar, featuring the 

very best guest speakers and a full children’s programme.  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/xlt9CNkq2C0MMxVUm8o_r?domain=rabbisacks.org/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/fDwTCOYr2Tp22X5cv6-sN?domain=zoom.us
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/fDwTCOYr2Tp22X5cv6-sN?domain=zoom.us


Useful Information                                                                                                                             
t: 8500 2451 e: office@chigshul.org.uk w: www.chigshul.org.uk                                                                                   

Office Hours: Mon, Tue, Wed, Thurs 9am-3pm| Fri 9am-1pm| Sun: 10-12:30pm 

More info online - www.chigshul.org.uk 
For details of other events in the local Jewish community see www.ejcc.co.uk 

Shul Service Times 

  Shacharit 
Mincha/

Maariv 
 

Friday 22nd October 7:00am 5:38pm Shabbat Commences 5:38pm 

Shabbat 23rd October 9:30am 5:30pm Shabbat Concludes 6:39pm 

Sunday 24th October  8:30am 5:35pm  

Monday 25th October 7:00am 7:30pm  

Tuesday 26th October  7:00am 7:30pm  

Wednesday 27th October 7:00am  7:30pm  

Thursday 28th  October 7:00am  7:30pm  

Friday 29th  October 7:00am 5:24pm Shabbat Commences 5:24pm 

Shabbat 30th  October 9:30am 5:15pm Shabbat Concludes 6:25pm 

Stone Settings  

24th October 11:00am Harold Mordrick Waltham Abbey 

24th October 3:30pm Simon Driver Waltham Abbey 

31st October  11:00am 
Cyril Kirsch (father of Gill 

Allen) 
Waltham Abbey 

14th November 10:30pm  Derek Sidley Bushey New 

mailto:office@chigshul.org.uk
http://www.chigshul.org.uk

