
28th March—2nd Nissan  

This week’s Sedra and 
Haftarah  

can be found in your 
Chumash 

  Sedra                                 ArtScroll p544 Hertz p410 

Haftarah              ArtScroll p1165 Hertz p424 

 

Join our Zoom online prayer services, including Havdala, for the coming 
week – open to everyone, men and women. To be added to the group, or 

for more information, please whatsapp your name and number to  

Rabbi Davis on 07711231560 or  Nechama on 07722180552.  

 

 

  Service times as per back page.                                      

Led by Rabbi Davis or Rabbi Goodwin. 

 

Next Friday—Shabbat—announcing 

THE UK COMMUNITY SHABBATON @ HOME 

Yakov Shweky, the PM, the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Sacks & Jonny Turgel 

 

Vayikra ראויק  

   



Vayikra 5780 

The sidra of Vayikra opens with the words: Vayikra el Moshe – and He (G-d) called Mo-
ses. Rabbi Eli Munk notes that G-d called Moses three times in the Torah: at the Burning 
Bush to ask him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt; just prior to receiving the Torah at 
Mount Sinai and now, at the beginning of the book of Vayikra.  

These three ‘callings’ were three major missions in Moshe’s life and each mission re-
quired new skill sets and adjustments. Moses may have felt that having taken the Israel-
ites out of Egypt, his life’s work was done and he could savour his accomplishments, but 
he was told to move to the next stage, that of transmitting the Torah and building the 
Tabernacle. Having accomplished this task, Moses might have felt that he could relax, 
but then he was told to teach the laws of the sacrifices and other laws designed to make 
us into a holy nation. This was the difficult aspect of his life’s work, not least because it 
was a marathon – 39 years - and not a sprint.  

Each of these stages was a major change in Moses’ life, but he was assured of G-d’s sup-
port. May we be blessed with such support as we all face major changes of our own.  

In the absence of a Temple in Jerusalem, most of the laws in this week’s sidra have not 
applied for nearly 2000 years. Still, there is much that we can learn from them. 

The English words sacrifice or offering imply that the one who brings it is giving up 
something, while the recipient benefits. The Hebrew word korban comes from the root k
-r-v, which means to approach, or draw near. Rather than a ‘sacrifice’, the korban was a 
way of drawing closer to G-d.  

The burnt offering - olah was brought by a person who felt that he had failed to perform 
certain duties, and wished to try to bring himself closer to G-d. It could be offered from 
cattle, sheep or birds. Rabbi S. R. Hirsch explains that we are like cattle, in the sense of 
being (G-d’s) “workers in the field” and we are also like sheep, since we are very depend-
ent on our Shepherd.  

The meal-offering – mincha was brought as an expression of thanks for one’s possessions. It 
contained matza, but not chametz (leaven). This is because matza symbolises dependence. 
On Pesach we begin the seder by stating that matzah is the bread of affliction which our fore-
fathers ate in Egypt, when we were dependent on Pharaoh. Later on we say that it was the 
bread that our forefathers ate when they left Egypt, when they were dependent on G-d. Cha-
metz, which is puffed up, represents independence and even arrogance. This is why the min-
cha offering, which reflects on our dependence on G-d, utilised matza and not chametz.  

The root of the word shelamim -  peace-offerings, is sh-l-m, meaning perfect. A person 
bringing this offering had the feeling of lacking for nothing, except a greater closeness to 
G-d, which is why he – or she – would bring this offering. 

 

 



The sin-offering was brought by any person who had sinned accidentally, even a prince or the 
High Priest. The sacrifice itself would only bring forgiveness if person concerned first confessed 
his sin. If a person had wronged another, then he had to ‘confess’ to the victim and make proper 
restitution. The Torah regards any act of dishonesty as a breach of trust between man and G-d.  

The Haftorah begins with G-d’s declaration that we were created for the purpose of proclaiming 
His praises and mastery. After describing the foolishness of those who would replace Him with 
images fashioned by human hands, G-d reaffirms our selection as His Chosen People.  

Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done [this]! Shout, depths of the earth! Mountains, burst in 
song, forests and all your trees! For G-d has redeemed Jacob, and in Israel shall He be glorified. 

Schedule for today and Shabbat 

Today, Friday 27 March 

12.45 pm shiur on the Parasha with Rabbi Davis 

1.15 pm Mincha, followed by memorial prayer for those whose yahrzeit falls during the 

coming week 

5.10 pm Kabbalat Shabbat  with Mill Hill East United Synagogue  

6.11 pm Shabbat commences. Light candles before this time 

Friday night service, p.256 

Shabbat 28 March 

9.15 am Morning service. 

Let’s try to co-ordinate that we all say the Shema (p.382) at 9.45am and the Amidah 

(p.390) at 9.50am. (one should also recite the Shema before 8.54 am) 

Not being in shul, what do we miss out?  

We pray from the beginning to the end of the shacharit Amidah, leaving out Kaddish, 

Barechu and the repetition of the Amidah. Then we say the Psalm for Shabbat (p.152), 

the first paragraph of Yekum Porkan  only, prayers for Queen , Israel, Covid19 victims, 

followed by Ashrei (p. 418-428) 

10.10 am Musaf Service (p.434-464) No repetition, no kaddish and no Anim Zemirot 

This week’s Torah reading, from the chumash, plus the haftarah (without the blessings), 

can be read at any time.  

6.10 pm Mincha p. 476 

7.14 pm Shabbat ends 

 

7.30 pm Maariv and Havdala:  Zoom service  

 



Shul Service Times 

  Shacharit 
Mincha/

Maariv 
 

Friday 27th  March  7:00am 6:11pm Shabbat commences  6:11pm 

Saturday 28th March 9:15am 6:10pm Shabbat  terminates 7:14pm 

Sunday 29th March  8:30am 7:15pm  

Monday 30th March  7:00am 7:20pm  

Tuesday 31st March 7:00am 7:20pm  

Wednesday 1st April  7:00am 7:20pm   

Thursday 2nd April 7:00am 7:20pm  

Friday 3rd April  7:00am 7:22pm Shabbat commences 7:22pm 

Saturday 4th April  9:15pm 7.25pm 
Shabbat Hagadol 

Shabbat terminates 8:27pm 

Stone Settings are all cancelled until further notice, due to government order  

26th April  1:00pm Michael Slapper Waltham Abbey 

17th May  11:00am  Malcolm Sion  Waltham Abbey 

17th May  4:00pm Helen Waxman Waltham Abbey 

17th May  4:30pm Irving Graham  Waltham Abbey  

Useful Information                                                                                                                             
t: 8500 2451 e: office@chigshul.org.uk w: www.chigshul.org.uk                                                                                   

Office Hours: Mon,Tue,Wed,Thurs 9am-2pm| Fri 9am-1pm| Sun: Closed until further notice 

Check out our website  www.chigshul.org.uk  
For details of other events in the local Jewish community see www.ejcc.co.uk  

mailto:office@chigshul.org.uk
http://www.chigshul.org.uk

