
6th Ellul 5781                               

14th August 2021 

This week’s Haftarah is being read by                                               

Aaron Shine 

This week’s Sedra, Maftir 
and Haftarah   

can be found in your 
Chumash 

  Sedra                                 ArtScroll p1024 Hertz p820 

Haftarah              ArtScroll p1199 Hertz p835 

Shofetim — ים ְפט ִ֣   ש ֹֽׁ

Mazel Tov to Aaron Shine on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah Call-Up. 

 

Mazel Tov to parents Naomi and David , brother Hadley &                                     

Papa Arnold Shine.   

 

Remembering at this time Nana Angela Shine &                                               

Grandma and Grandpa Thelma and Cyril Burman. 

 

This Bar Mitzvah is twinned with Aaron Rabinovitch,  born in 1928,             

in Moldova, who sadly perished in the bombardment of Stalingrad in             

September 1941 aged 13. 

Shul Security—Volunteers needed 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help with security for Yom Tov. We are looking for 

people to assist with 1hr time slots. Please see main weekly email for more information 

or contact Harvey Frankel  at  harveyfrankel@hotmail.com 



Shofetim 5781 

The sidra of Shoftim continues the theme of Moses preparing the people for entering 
the Land of  Israel. This week’s theme is the legal system, clearly a pre-requisite for any 
civilised society.  

These laws include the obligation to appoint judges and policemen and to establish a 
High Court and laws concerning witnesses. Laws concerning the Cities of Refuge,           
mentioned already in Masei, are repeated here. Certain laws of warfare, (including the        
message of the Kohen to encourage the soldiers), categories of people who are exempt 
from going to battle and the prohibition against cutting down fruit trees are all          
mentioned. 

The institutions of leadership form the main theme of Shoftim, beginning with the mon-
archy. "You shall surely appoint upon yourself a King whom the L-rd your G-d will 
choose... he should not accumulate a multitude of horses ...and he should not have too 
many wives, in order that they not cause his heart to go astray; and he should not have 
too much silver and gold..." The king was also commanded to write a Torah Scroll, which 
would always accompany him. This was to remind him that, whilst the people had to be 
in awe of him, he still had to be in awe of G-d, and obey the commandments.  

It is tragic that even Solomon, the wisest of kings, considered that these laws did not 
apply to him. He was confident that he would be able to avoid any of the resulting 
temptations about which the Torah warns.  The Book of Kings relates that he broke 
these laws and was indeed led astray. This sowed the seeds of the break-up of the an-
cient Israelite kingdom into two nations, and the ultimate destruction of the Temple. 

The second form of leadership is that of Kohanim (Priests) and Levites. They had no in-
herited lands, but lived in special cities. They were devoted to the spiritual needs of the 
nation, serving as teachers and working in the Temple.  

 The third type of leader was the prophet: 

 The LORD your G-d will raise up for you a prophet like me (Moses) from among your 
own brothers. You must listen to him ….”  

 Historically, the role of the prophet was to receive G-d’s communication for individuals 
or for the nation as a whole. The prophets would often warn of the disastrous conse-
quences facing the Jews if they failed to adhere to the mitzvot. There were also occa-
sions where the prophet would chastise the monarch of the day. One example is when 
the Prophet Nathan rebuked King David over Batsheva;  another is when the prophet 
Jeremiah rebuked King Josiah over his hostility towards Egypt.   



Schedule for Friday and Shabbat 

Friday 13th August 

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat https://theus.tv/kabbalatshabbat 

7.00pm Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat in Shul. Candles to be lit not before 

6:55pm and by 8:13pm at the latest.  

Kabbalat Shabbat & Friday night service, p.256  

Shabbat 14th August 

Shacharit in Shul at 9:30am (Shema should be recited before the service, 
by  9:20am and also as part of the service) 

For those at home: 

Morning service: p.10-32, then from Mizmor Shir (p.322) to the end of the 
Shacharit Amidah (p.402),  leaving out Kaddish, Barechu and the            
repetition of the Amidah.  Psalm for Shabbat, P152, the first paragraph of 
Yekum Porkan, prayers for Queen,  Israel, Covid19 victims,  Ashrei (Pages 
418—428) 

Musaf Service (p.434-464)  No repetition, no kaddish and no Anim Zemirot 

This week’s Torah reading from the chumash (see front page), plus the 
haftarah (without the blessings), can be read at any time.  

Mincha 8.05pm Shabbat ends 9:18pm 

—————————————————————————————————— 

These three types of leadership complemented each other, and served as checks and 
balances. Even the monarch did not wield absolute power. 

Underpinning this tripartite leadership were of course the judges and policemen, men-
tioned at the beginning of Shoftim.  

Today’s Haftarah, the fourth of the seven haftarot of comfort, contains a number of 
phrases which were later incorporated into Lecha Dodi, and ends with a most moving 
passage which depicts the future redemption of Zion.    

 

          Shabbat Shalom! 



Useful Information                                                                                                                             
t: 8500 2451 e: office@chigshul.org.uk w: www.chigshul.org.uk                                                                                   

Office Hours: Mon,Tue,Wed,Thurs 9am-3pm| Fri 9am-1pm| Sun: 10-12:30pm 

CST National Emergency Number 0800 032 32 63 

Shul Service Times 

  Shacharit 
Mincha/

Maariv 
 

Friday 13th August  7:00am 7:00pm 

Shabbat commences 8:13pm                                                        

earliest time for lighting candles  

6:55pm         

Shabbat 14th August 9:30am  8.05pm  Shabbat concludes 9:18pm 

Sunday 15th August  8:30am   7:30pm  

Monday 16th August  7:00am 7:30pm  

Tuesday  17th  August 7:00am 7:30pm   

Wednesday 18th  August 7:00am 7:30pm  

Thursday 19th August  7:00am 7:30pm  

Friday 20th August  7:00am 7:00pm 

Shabbat commences 7:59pm                                                        

earliest time for lighting candles  

6:44pm  

Shabbat  21st  August 9:30am  7:50pm  Shabbat concludes 9:02pm 

Stone Settings  

24th August 2021 Helen Murray Waltham Abbey 12 noon 

24th August 2021 Ian Murray Waltham Abbey 1:00pm 

mailto:office@chigshul.org.uk
http://www.chigshul.org.uk

